
Dear Parents, Guardians & HHS Students HHS Newsletter April 12, 2021

CHANGE IN HHS LEARNING MODEL BEGINNING TUESDAY, APRIL 13

In the past few days, Hastings High School has seen a large increase in the number of student
COVID-19 cases, close contacts, COVID-19 and flu-like symptoms and the associated spread
between people.  Today, there were approximately 60 students sent home to quarantine.  This
brings the HHS total to approximately 200 students currently in quarantine (please note this total
includes COVID-19 positive cases, those identified as a close contact and those experiencing
COVID-19 and/or flu-like symptoms).  As a result of this increase - we will change the HHS
learning model to hybrid beginning Tuesday, April 13.

What we are experiencing as a school and community is quicker spread and more students who
are not symptomatic, yet testing COVID positive. This is different from what we experienced in
the fall.  By moving to the hybrid model, we at HHS will prioritize students being in school two
days each week with the 6 feet of space between students in the classrooms.  We will continue
mitigation strategies of wearing masks, social distancing, and frequently washing/sanitizing
hands.

Here is the HHS schedule for the remainder of this week.  Please note that Tuesday, April 13
will be a Distance Learning Day where ALL HHS students will meet with their teachers via
Zoom and Schoology (this includes students receiving special services).  Next week, we will
return to the hybrid school schedule of Cohort A on Monday and Tuesday, Flex Day on
Wednesday, and Cohort B on Thursday and Friday. Please note that we will continue to monitor
and respond to data and any associated changes - no decisions have been made for how long
we may or may not be in the hybrid learning model.

Schedule Updates to the Week of April 12 at HHS
Tuesday, April 13 - All HHS students Distance Learning periods 1, 3, 5, 7 with Zoom class

meetings and work posted on Schoology
Wednesday, April 14 - Flex Day
Thursday, April 15 - Cohort A attend school at HHS periods 1, 3, 5, 7
Friday, April 16 - Cohort B attend school at HHS periods 1, 3, 5, 7

Students who receive special services and attend an AABB schedule, will attend their
hybrid schedule starting April 15, 2021.

Cohorts.  Half of the students will attend on Monday/Tuesday as Cohort 1 and the other half will
attend Thursday/Friday as Cohort 2.  Note that on a “Flex” day all students will be learning from
home - this is a day for deep cleaning in the school.

Hybrid Schedule Starting April 19

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Cohort 1 In-person In-person Flex Distance Distance

Cohort 2 Distance Distance Flex In-person In-person



Grand March, Prom and Graduation
Planning will continue for the HHS Grand March and Prom on Saturday, May 8 and Graduation
on Friday, June 4 at Todd Field.  We will follow all MDH guidance at the time of the event.  More
detailed information will be sent out regarding these events.

Free COVID-19 Testing for Students and Families. We encourage every family to get tested
for COVID-19.  Visit Getting Tested for COVID-19 or contact your health care provider to
schedule an appointment.  Testing has never been easier – you can visit a community testing
site, order an at-home test kit, or get tested through your health care provider.  All options are
quick and free to you.

Teachers, school staff, and coaches are already getting tested regularly.  By wearing a mask
and getting tested regularly, we can help limit the spread of COVID-19 and keep our schools
and sports open.  Visit Getting Tested for COVID-19 or contact your health care provider to
schedule an appointment.

Thank you for your continued support!  Mike Johnson - HHS Principal

https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested
https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested

